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Ocean exerts a great influence on the field of politics, economy and national security 
in China. The geographical advantage of being near sea has generated and accelerated 
the development of coastal economic zones in China, which attract half of the Chinese 
population and contribute more than 50% of GDP. With the advance of time, Ocean 
will play a growingly more important role in boosting the development of China in 
the foreseeable future. 
 
As one of the basic systems of China’s sea area utilization management, marine 
functional zoning not only plays a major role in the coordination of various types of 
the requirements for sea area utilization, but also makes a great contribution to the 
protection of the marine environment. However, with China’s rapid economic 
development, coastal regions are experiencing an unprecedented upsurge of 
enthusiasm for the ocean exploitation, which inevitably leads to the continuous 
weakening of the marine environmental protection function of the marine functional 
zoning. This dissertation proceeds right based on the consideration of restoring the 
marine environmental protection function of China’s marine functional zoning. 
 
To carry out this research work, this dissertation is mainly based on the basic theory 
of law, marine functional zoning, while using a method of combining the theoretical 
discussion and case analysis. By researching ―legal analysis of China’s marine 
functional zoning‖, ―studying on China’s environmental-protection-oriented marine 
functional zone‖, ―studying on PSSA- and on the significance thereof‖ and three 
corresponding cases, this dissertation has made the following achievements: 
 
(1) This dissertation conducted an in-depth analysis on the respective legal status of 
―marine functional zoning system‖ and ―marine functional zoning achievements‖, and 
proposed that the legal status of ―marine functional zoning achievements‖ should be 

















(2) This dissertation proposed to introduce the ―sea-based‖ principle, the ―public 
participation‖ principle and the ―precautionary principle‖ to complete China’s current 
development principles of marine functional zoning, and conducted an in-depth legal 
analysis on the points in the process of their introductions. 
 
(3) This dissertation made a comprehensive survey of the differences between marine 
nature reserves and marine special protected areas from the perspective of both 
domestic law and international law, and carried out an in-depth analysis on the 
existing problems and the solution proposals thereof of the establishment work, the 
management system and the economic benefit of marine protected areas from the 
perspective of law. 
 
(4) This dissertation proposed that PSSA should be introduced to improve the system 
of China’s marine-environmental-protection-oriented marine functional zone, in order 
to enhance China’s ability to protect the marine environment from international 
shipping activities in the territorial sea and the exclusive economic zone. 
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